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In Nathaniel Hawthome's dassic novel The Scariel Ladlar,
Hester Prynne wears a scarel A as punishmant for having
committed adultery. She ks marked for Be, and it's a mark of
shame,

After Cain killis his brother Abel (Genesis 4:1-16), God puls a
mark on Cain fo prevent him from being murdered in vengeance
for his crime. He s marked for life, and it's a mark of mercy. The
Loko gives Cain the mark and with it, time o realize the
sariousness of his sin and to repent.

Wae are marked for life, 100, The name of cur God has been

slamped on us and is relreshed each bme

we hear anenw the words of blessing from
Numbers 6. This mark, though not visible
o human eyes, i very real éven 50, The
eternal God, Yahweh himself, the Loao, has

cleimed us as his very own. We belong io him,
and he has swom never to laave us or forsake us

(Hebrews 13:5).
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The rmark wi bear is a mark of honor, Qur LORD says:
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Because all this is absolutely true of each of God's childnen, we
can shine as beacons of hope in our dark world. Our ves can
ight the way for those who ane kost, helping them 10 find their
way home io the Father,

e
Wherever we go, we can "be Jesus” o
those arcund us. No doubt we will fall from  Tbe efernal
fime 10 time in showing Christ's love. We  God, the LoRn,

will miss the mark, drop the ball. Buteven  Dav cladmed
then our Loao will not disown us. He will et atat i
never disinhent us. He will never slop VPEFY e,
honoring us, never stop lowving us. Eler

That uncondsional acceptance, won for us by our Lord Jesus on
the cross of Calvary, creates courage in our hearts. I strs ow
zeal for the senvice in which Jesus places us. "We lowe'—
actively. positively, without looking for & rewand or payback—
“because [Jesus) first loved us® (1 John 4:15). We are marked
as Chrigl’s own, Praise him!

Jesus, | want the new identity you have given me to
energize my love. May others see you in me. Amen.

7




